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BY-LAW  NO.  877/85 
OF 

THE  TOWN  OF  LAC  LA  BICHE 


A  BY-LAW  OF  THE  MUNICIPALITY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  LAC  LA  BICHE  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  ADOPTING  OF  AN  UPDATED  GENERAL  MUNICIPAL  PLAN. 

WHEREAS  under  Section  61  of  the  Planning  Act,  R.S.A.,  1 980  and  amendments  thereto  a  municipality  is 
required  to  adopt  a  General  Municipal  Plan. 

AND  WHEREAS  the  purpose  of  the  General  Municipal  Plan  is  to  assist  the  municipality  in  establishing 
appropriate  land  uses  for  future  development  and  to  set  developmental  policies  to  provide  for  orderly 
growth  within  the  community. 

NOW  THEREFORE  the  Council  of  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche,  duly  assembled,  enacts  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  General  Municipal  Plan  -  1984  be  adopted  as  a  guide  by  which  the 
Town  shall  develop. 

2.  That  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  General  Municipal  Plan  be  considered  as  forming  part  of  this  By-law. 

3.  That  By-law  707/81  adopting  the  previous  General  Municipal  Plan  (1981)  is  hereby  repealed. 

This  by-law  shall  come  into  effect  on  the  day  of  the  final  passing. 
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MUNICIPAL  SECRETARY 


PUBLIC  HEARING  held  on  January  22,  1 985  as  advertised  on  the  1 5th  day  of  January,  1 985  and  the  22nd 
day  of  January,  1 985. 
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Preface 

The  first  General  Municipal  Plan  for  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  was  adopted  by  the  Town  in  February, 
1 981 .  It's  purpose  was  to  give  guidance  to  the  community  in  general,  and  to  the  Town  Council  in  particular, 
in  addressing  short  range  planning  problems  and  long  range  issues.  Council  recognized,  however,  that  the 
plan  should  be  reviewed  and  updated  from  time  to  time  to  keep  abreast  of  changing  circumstances. 

Between  1981  and  1984  a  number  of  major  developments  occurred.  Three  annexations  were  approved 
by  the  Local  Authorities  Board  effective  January  1,  1982,  which  dramatically  increased  the  size  of  the 
Town.  In  1982,  the  Town  adopted  a  Transportation  Plan  for  the  community  which  will  have  an  effect  on 
land  use  and  growth  directions  of  the  Town.  The  Town  has  also  seen  the  construction  of  a  new  sewage 
lagoon,  a  new  hospital,  and  a  permanent  Alberta  Vocational  Centre  Campus. 

In  1984,  the  Town  initiated  a  review  of  the  General  Municipal  Plan,  to  reflect  recent  developments,  and 
ensure  that  the  policies  and  directions  were  still  applicable.  This  document  reflects  the  changes  which 
resulted  from  that  review. 

The  Plan  is  organized  under  nine  subject  headings.  The  first  section  introduces  the  Town,  and  provides 
some  background  as  a  basis  for  the  Plan.  The  next  seven  sections  deal  with  specific  policy  areas  affecting 
land  use  and  development  in  Lac  La  Biche.  The  final  section  lists  some  guidelines  for  implementation  of 
the  Plan,  and  future  Plan  review. 
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Introduction 

The  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  is  located  in  northeast  Alberta,  approximately  230  kilometers  northeast  of 
Edmonton  on  the  south  shore  of  Lac  La  Biche. 

The  settlement's  origins  date  back  to  the  days  of  the  fur  traders,  when  the  lake  was  part  of  an  important 
trade  link  between  the  east  and  northwest.  The  Hudson  Bay  Company  claimed  a  reserve  at  the  present 
townsite,  on  the  relatively  narrow  traverse  from  Lac  La  Biche  (in  the  Athabasca  River  drainage  area)  to 
Beaver  Lake  (in  the  North  Saskatchewan  River  drainage  area).  The  original  permanent  settlement  was  at 
the  Lac  La  Biche  Mission,  established  in  1853  approximately  8  km  northeast  of  the  existing  Town.  When 
the  Alberta  and  Great  Waterways  Railway  was  built  in  1914,  it  bypassed  the  Mission  and  approached  the 
lake  at  the  present  Town  location.  To  take  advantage  of  this,  the  permanent  residents  at  the  Mission  moved 
out  to  the  new  townsite. 

Since  1914,  the  growth  of  Lac  La  Biche  has  been  steady.  Although  early  missionaries  and  fur  traders 
pioneered  the  area,  the  coming  of  the  railway  opened  up  new  opportunities.  Commercial  fishing,  logging, 
agriculture  and  mink  ranching  were  all  important  regional  activities  in  the  first  half  of  the  century.  In  the 
last  25  years,  the  Town  has  been  growing  in  importance  as  a  regional  service  and  administrative  centre. 
Tourism,  oil  and  gas  development,  and  the  potential  for  major  developments  in  the  oil  and  gas  industry 
in  the  Lac  La  Biche  region  indicate  prospects  for  continued  growth  of  the  Town. 
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Population 

In  the  past  five  years  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  has  experienced  a  moderate  growth  rate  increasing  from 
1 ,991  in  1 979  to  >984  levels  of  2,242,  an  average  population  increase  of  2.5%  per  year.  Table  I  illustrates 
the  population  change  since  1979. 


Year 


Table  I 

POPULATION 

Population  Change  %  Change 


1979 

1991 

1980 

2035 

+  44 

+  2.1% 

1981* 

2007 

-28 

-  1 .4% 

1982 

2069 

+  62 

+  3.1% 

1983  + 

2069 

- 

- 

1984 

2242 

+  178 

+  8.4% 

Source:  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs,  Municipal  Services  Branch. 

*  Federal  Census 
+  Census  not  undertaken 

Much  of  the  growth  of  Lac  La  Biche  between  1979  and  1984  can  be  attributed  to  increased  prominance 
of  the  Town  as  a  regional  service,  government  and  administrative  centre.  The  greatest  increase  in  employ¬ 
ment  sectors  between  1 980  and  1 984  according  to  Town  census  was  in  the  areas  of  government,  education, 
and  health  and  welfare  services.  In  that  time  period,  the  construction  of  a  new  hospital,  expansion  of  the 
Alberta  Vocational  Centre,  and  additional  government  services  provided  74  new  jobs,  resulting  in  50%  of 
the  Town's  workers  being  employed  in  these  three  sectors  in  1984  (Table  II). 

Table  IE 


Industry  Type 


MAJOR  EMPLOYMENT  SECTORS  -  1984 

Number  Employed  %  of  Total  Work  Force 


Government 

170 

20.7% 

Education 

138 

16.8% 

Health  and  Welfare  Services 

103 

12.5% 

Retail  Trade 

61 

7.4% 

Accommodation  &  Food  Services 

55 

6.7% 

Other  Community,  Business  Services 

106 

12.9% 

Construction 

51 

6.2% 

Mining,  Oil  &  Gas  Industry 

44 

5.4% 

Other 

94 

1 1 .4% 

TOTAL 

822 

100% 

Source:  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  Census  1984. 


Businesses  which  provide  goods  and  services,  including  retail  trade,  accommodation  and  food  services, 
and  other  community  and  business  services  provide  27%  of  the  jobs  in  Lac  La  Biche,  illustrating  the  strong 
role  the  Town  plays  as  a  service  centre  to  the  region.  Construction  (6.2%)  and  the  oil  and  gas  industry 
(5.4%)  are  also  significant  employers. 
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Population  Growth 

In  order  to  plan  for  future  growth  and  change,  it  is  desirable  to  forecast  the  future  population  of  the  Town. 
However,  it  is  difficult  to  predict  future  population  growth  rates  with  a  great  degree  of  reliability,  due  to 
the  factors  affecting  the  region  from  elsewhere  in  the  province. 

In  the  past,  the  population  of  the  Town  has  been  increasing  at  a  moderately  steady  rate.  As  the  major 
employment  sectors  are  traditionally  very  stable  (government,  education,  health  and  welfare),  the  recent 
slowdown  in  the  Alberta  economy  has  not  had  as  significant  an  effect  on  Lac  La  Biche  as  elsewhere  in  the 
province. 

Although  business,  retail  and  government  sectors  are  unlikely  to  expand  significantly  in  the  near  future,  it 
is  anticipated  that  they  will  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  community.  Prospects  for  oil  and  gas  developments 
to  the  northeast  of  Lac  La  Biche  are  good,  but  the  scale,  timing  and  impact  on  the  Town  are  difficult  to 
predict.  Prospects  for  increased  tourism  in  the  area  are  very  good.  The  Alberta  Government  is  now  under¬ 
taking  studies  to  develop  some  of  the  tourist  resources  in  the  Lakeland  area  immediately  east  of  Lac  La 
Biche.  This  includes  increased  opportunities  for  camping,  fishing,  boating,  hiking  and  other  recreational 
developments  which  adds  to  the  commercial  tourism  potential  for  the  Lac  La  Biche  region. 

Based  on  the  preceeding,  a  moderately  steady  growth  rate  is  projected  for  the  Town  over  the  next  1 0  years, 
resulting  in  a  growth  rate  of  1.5%  to  3%  per  year.  Table  III  illustrates  the  projected  population  of  the  Town 
between  1984  and  1996  based  on  these  growth  rates.  Table  III  also  includes  a  5%  growth  rate  projection, 
which  is  not  anticipated,  but  could  occur  if  significant  opportunities  are  realized. 


Table  III 


POPULATION  PROJECTIONS  -  1984  -  1996 


Year 

1.5%  Growth 

3%  Growth 

5%  Growth 

1984 

2,242 

2,242 

2,242 

1985 

2,275 

2,309 

2,354 

1986 

2,309 

2,378 

2,472 

1987 

2,343 

2,449 

2,596 

1988 

2,378 

2,522 

2,726 

1989 

2,414 

2,598 

2,862 

1990 

2,450 

2,677 

3,005 

1991 

2,487 

2,757 

3,155 

1992 

2,524 

2,840 

3,313 

1993 

2,562 

2,925 

3,479 

1994 

2,600 

3,013 

3,653 

1995 

2,639 

3,103 

3,836 

1996 

2,679 

3,196 

4,028 

Source:  Planning  Branch,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs 

These  population  projections  are  presented  as  a  basis  for  this  Plan,  and  as  a  guide  to  future  growth  in  the 
community.  If  the  assumptions  on  which  this  plan  are  based  change,  the  Plan  should  be  reviewed  to  ensure 
the  policies  and  directions  of  the  Plan  are  still  valid. 


Population 
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POPULATION  GROWTH 


Source:  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs 
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Commercial  Development 

Introduction 

The  function  of  Lac  La  Biche  as  a  regional  service  centre  includes  providing  a  wide  range  of  commercial 
goods  and  services  to  Lac  La  Biche  and  surrounding  areas.  This  Plan  addresses  commercial  development 
in  a  comprehensive  manner  under  four  headings. 

The  Lac  La  Biche  downtown  is  the  primary  commercial  area,  providing  the  major  retail  needs  of  the 
community  as  well  as  other  business,  financial  and  professional  offices.  The  downtown  serves  as  a  focus 
for  the  commercial  activities  of  the  Town. 

Providing  highway  commercial  services  is  also  an  important  function  of  Lac  La  Biche.  In  addition  to  serving 
the  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  area,  highway  commercial  services  are  also  important  to  support  other 
economic  activities  in  the  area,  including  tourism  and  the  oil  and  gas  industry. 

Secondary  commercial  development  involves  larger  scale  commercial  activities  such  as  auto  dealers, 
lumber  yards  and  wholesalers.  Although  similar  in  many  regards  to  other  commercial  land  uses,  they  are 
unique  in  their  more  extensive  land  requirements. 

Local  commercial  land  use  policies  are  included  to  regulate  small  scale  retail  outlets  in  residential  neigh¬ 
bourhoods  in  a  manner  which  protects  the  viability  of  the  downtown,  as  well  as  minimizing  negative 
impacts  on  the  residential  neighbourhood. 
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Downtown  Development 

The  Lac  La  Biche  downtown  is  the  centre  of  business  and  commerce  in  the  community.  101  (Alberta) 
Avenue  is  the  main  road  through  the  downtown,  and  serves  as  both  a  major  east-west  thoroughfare,  as 
well  as  being  the  major  commercial  avenue.  Many  retail  outlets  have  also  established  on  101  (Swift)  Street, 
which  branches  north  from  1 01  Avenue  towards  the  Lake,  and  1 02  Avenue  one  block  north  of  1 01  Avenue. 

Most  retail  and  business  establishments  are  presently  located  along  these  roadways,  providing  a  somewhat 
defined  downtown.  However,  with  the  population  increasing,  downtown  expansion  must  be  planned  for. 
Of  particular  need  are  locations  where  a  new  enterprise  requiring  a  large  block  of  land  could  establish  in 
the  downtown.  A  lack  of  affordable  space  for  new  commercial  outlets  in  the  downtown  could  result  in 
businesses  looking  to  other  locations  within  the  community,  or  even  other  communities.  The  appearance 
and  attractiveness  of  the  downtown  is  also  important  to  draw  people,  businesses  and  activities  to  the  area, 
which  contribute  to  both  the  economy  of  the  Town,  and  the  quality  of  life  in  Lac  La  Biche. 

Goal 

To  encourage  the  Lac  La  Biche  downtown  area  to  develop  as  an  attractive  and  efficient  focus  for  the 
commercial  and  business  activities  of  the  community. 

Objectives 

1.  To  encourage  activities  in  the  downtown  which  will  enhance  it's  role  as  the  focal  point  of  the 
community. 

2.  To  maintain  the  downtown  as  the  primary  business  area  in  Lac  La  Biche. 

3.  To  ensure  sufficient  land  is  available  in  the  downtown  for  expansion,  and  that  the  land  is  effectively 
utilized. 

4.  To  promote  and  support  efforts  to  improve  and  upgrade  the  appearance  of  the  downtown. 

5.  To  provide  ample  parking  in  convenient  locations  in  or  near  the  downtown. 


Policies 

1 .  The  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  is  committed  to  maintaining  the  downtown  as  the  primary  business  area 
(see  fig.  2).  The  Town  will  encourage  development  to  occur  which  will  add  to  and  reinforce  the 
downtown  as  the  focal  point  of  the  community.  This  will  include  the  following: 

(i)  All  major  retail  outlets  shall  be  located  within  the  downtown; 

(ii)  Public  and  private  sector  offices  shall  be  encouraged  to  locate  in  the  downtown; 

(iii)  Institutional,  cultural  and  social  services  shall  be  encouraged  to  locate  in  the  downtown; 

(iv)  The  Town  shall  oppose  development  of  a  shopping  centre  or  other  major  retail  uses  in  the 
fringe  area  which  would  detract  from  the  economic  viability  of  the  downtown. 

2.  Land  extensive  businesses  (ie.  auto  dealers,  lumber  yards)  should  be  encouraged  to  locate  in  com¬ 
mercial  or  industrial  districts  outside  the  downtown.  The  Town  will  endeavour  to  ensure  sufficient 
lands  are  designated  for  these  purposes. 

3.  The  Town  will  encourage  retail  businesses  and  services  to  establish  on  the  ground  floor  of  buildings 
in  the  downtown.  This  will  provide  maximum  exposure  to  the  business  outlet,  and  promote  a 
pedestrian  oriented  street-scape.  Residential  and  institutional  development  may  be  accommodated 
as  second  story  uses. 
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4.  The  Town  will  provide  for  downtown  expansion  in  order  to  meet  the  commercial  needs  of  the 
community.  To  maintain  the  residential  neighbourhood  to  the  north  and  the  recreation  area  to  the 
east  of  the  existing  downtown,  expansion  will  be  directed  to  the  following  areas,  (see  figure  2); 

(i)  West  along  101  (Alberta)  Avenue  and  1 01  B  Avenue  up  to  103  Street; 

(ii)  West  along  102  Avenue  up  to  103  Street; 

(iii)  East  on  the  south  side  of  101  (Alberta)  Avenue  up  to  the  cemetery. 

5.  The  Town  will  work  towards  improving  the  appearance  of  101  (Swift)  Street  by  making  it  more 
pedestrian  oriented.  When  appropriate,  the  Town  will  consider  promoting  this  concept  through 
improvements  such  as  widening  and  installing  interlocking  brick  sidewalks,  providing  benches, 
bicycle  racks,  attractive  garbage  containers  and  additional  trees  and  shrubs. 

6.  The  Town,  in  conjunction  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  promote  a  program  to  upgrade  the 
appearance  of  store  fronts  within  the  downtown.  The  Town  supports  improvements  directed  towards; 

(i)  maintaining  a  pedestrian  orientation  and  compatible  street-scape; 

(ii)  compatible  signage  along  street  fronts.  This  can  be  achieved  by  locating  at  the  same  level  along 
a  street  front  and  by  not  competing  with  adjacent  signs  for  attention. 

(iii)  compatible  colour  schemes.  One  or  two  major  colours  should  predominate  along  one  street. 

7.  The  Town  may  consider  preparing  a  downtown  redevelopment  plan  to  provide  a  detailed  analysis 
and  specific  recommendations  for  redeveloping  and  improving  the  downtown  area. 

8.  The  Town  may  consider  establishing  a  Business  Revitalization  Zone,  pursuant  to  Section  171  of  the 
Municipal  Government  Act  RSA  1980  as  amended.  This  will  give  the  downtown  merchants  the 
opportunity  to  develop  their  own  strategy  to  improve  the  appearance  and  marketability  of  the  down¬ 
town. 

9.  The  Town  will  promote  mid-block  lanes  or  walkways  connecting  alleys  and  parking  areas  to  street 
fronts,  to  improve  pedestrian  access  to  the  downtown  and  facilitate  alternative  locations  for  parking. 

10.  The  Town  shall  continue  its  efforts  to  provide  convenient  and  accessible  parking  in  the  downtown 
area.  This  shall  include; 

(i)  investigating  opportunities  for  off  street  parking  in  the  downtown; 

(ii)  encouraging  employees  in  the  downtown  to  utilize  off  street  parking  so  that  on  street  parking 
is  available  for  customers; 

(iii)  requiring  new  developments  in  the  downtown  to  make  suitable  arrangements  to  provide  ade¬ 
quate  parking. 

11.  The  Town  will  retain  angle  parking  on  101  (Alberta)  Avenue  and  101  (Swift)  Street,  to  maximize 
parking  available  for  customers.  However,  the  Town  may  consider  removing  angle  parking  where: 

(i)  downtown  improvements  such  as  sidewalk  widening  require  expansion  into  the  parking  lane; 

(ii)  traffic  safety  can  be  improved  adjacent  to  intersections  and  access  locations; 

(iii)  adequate  parking  is  obtained  in  alternative  locations. 


... 


February,  1985 


Liberia 


Town  of  Lac  La  Bicht 
CeneraI  MuNicipAl  PLan 
1985 

FiquRE  2 

Downtown  Development 


- Downtown  Area 

- ►  Possible  Midblock  Walkways 


SECONDARY 
COMMERCIAL/  ft 
HIGHWAY 
COMMERCIAL 


OLDER  RESIDENTIAL  AREA  | 


-10- 


RESIDENTIAL 


102  Avenue 


RECREATION  AREA 


101  (Alberta)Avenue 


/t 

iL _ 

1 

21 

1 

12 

13 

11 

10 

o 

12 

Canadian  National  Railways 


CEME- 

TARY 


15 


Highway  Commercial  Development 

One  of  the  main  commercial  functions  of  Lac  La  Biche  involves  providing  highway  commercial  services 
such  as  service  stations,  car  washes,  motels  and  drive  in  restaurants  to  the  travelling  public.  It  is  anticipated 
that  more  highway  commercial  developments  will  be  proposed  as  Lac  La  Biche  expands  its  role  as  the 
stepping  off  point  to  the  proposed  lakeland  recreational  area  to  the  east,  and  new  oil  and  gas  developments 
in  the  Primrose  Lake  area.  Suitable  locations  for  new  highway  commercial  developments  must  consider 
the  proposed  new  east-west  arterial  south  of  the  downtown. 

Goal 

To  encourage  the  development  of  safe  and  efficient  highway  commercial  land  uses  which  meet  the  needs 
of  Lac  La  Biche  residents  and  the  travelling  public. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  land  is  identified  for  highway  commercial  land  uses. 

2.  To  identify  safe  and  efficient  locations  for  highway  commercial  development. 

Policies 

1 .  New  highway  commercial  developments  shall  be  directed  to  the  following  areas  as  shown  on  figure  3. 

(i)  Along  Alberta  Avenue  (Highway  55)  between  103  Street  and  the  Town  boundary.  This  area  has 
good  exposure  to  traffic,  can  provide  safe  and  efficient  access,  and  is  already  established  as  a 
highway  commercial  area. 

(ii)  On  Highway  36  at  the  intersection  of  the  proposed  new  east-west  arterial. 
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Secondary  Commercial  Development 

Secondary  Commercial  uses  encompass  a  wide  range  of  retail  activities  which  generally  require  more  space 
for  material  storage,  wholesaling,  light  processing  or  service  work.  At  present,  secondary  commercial  land 
uses  are  found  throughout  the  Town.  In  some  instances,  this  results  in  prime  downtown  space  being  taken 
up  by  a  use  which  could  be  just  as  effectively  located  elsewhere.  In  other  situations  secondary  commercial 
uses  conflict  with  adjacent  land  uses. 

Goal 

To  encourage  the  growth  of  secondary  commercial  activities  in  locations  which  are  efficient,  productive 
and  compatible  with  adjacent  land  uses 

Objectives 

1.  To  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  land  is  identified  for  secondary  commercial  land  uses. 

2.  To  identify  suitable  locations  for  secondary  commercial  land  uses. 


Policies 

1.  New  secondary  commercial  developments  shall  be  directed  to  the  following  areas,  as  shown  on 
Figure  3: 

(i)  South  of  Highway  55  in  the  east  end  of  Town; 

(ii)  South  of  the  Railway  yards  and  north  of  99th  (Beaver  Avenue); 

(iii)  On  the  south  side  of  101  (Alberta)  Avenue  (Highway  55)  west  of  the  Highway  36  intersection. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  above,  secondary  commercial  uses  may  be  permitted  in  areas  identified  for  highway 
commercial  or  light  industrial  uses  where  such  uses  are  considered  to  be  similar  and  compatible  in 
nature. 

3.  The  Town  shall  require  that  secondary  commercial  uses  are  compatible  with  adjacent  land  uses. 
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Local  Commercial  Development 

It  is  the  intent  of  the  Town  to  encourage  commercial  services  to  locate  in  the  downtown  area.  However, 
with  the  Town  growing,  there  may  be  a  demand  for  small  scale  local  retail  outlets  providing  convenience 
goods  in  newer  residential  neighbourhoods  which  are  removed  from  the  downtown  area. 

Goal 

To  provide  for  local  commercial  development  in  newer  residential  areas  of  Lac  La  Biche  which  do  not 
detract  from  the  downtown. 

Objective 

1.  To  permit  local  commercial  retail  outlets  in  residential  areas  where  compatible  with  adjacent  uses. 

2.  To  provide  for  local  convenience  retail  uses  which  are  not  major  competitors  to  the  downtown. 

Policies 

1 .  The  Town  may  permit  local  commercial  outlets  in  residential  areas  where  compatible  with  adjacent 
uses. 

2.  Local  commercial  development  will  not  be  permitted  within  the  older  residential  neighbourhood 
north  and  west  of  the  downtown. 


'■  ■  —  -  •  -:-  •  - 
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Industrial  Development 

The  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  has  developed  as  a  regional  administrative  and  service  centre,  and  has  had 
limited  industrial  development.  In  order  to  strengthen  the  tax  base  of  the  community,  increase  employment 
opportunities  and  stimulate  the  local  economy  the  Town  has  been  working  to  attract  suitable  industries  to 
locate  within  the  community.  The  Town  has  developed  an  industrial  park  which  has  a  number  of  serviced 
lots  available,  which  compliments  the  larger,  unserviced  industrial  lots  available  in  Improvement  District 
18  near  the  Town.  In  the  future,  additional  industrial  lots  will  be  required  to  accommodate  new  and 
expanding  businesses.  It  is  anticipated  that  smaller,  inexpensive  industrial  lots  will  be  in  particular  demand 
to  accommodate  smaller  service  industry. 

Goal 

To  encourage  appropriate  industrial  development  to  locate  within  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche,  to  strengthen 
the  tax  base,  increase  employment  opportunities  and  stimulate  the  economy  of  the  Town. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  appropriately  serviced  industrial  land  is  available  in  the  Town. 

2.  To  minimize  land  use  conflicts  between  industrial  land  uses  and  other  developments. 

Policies 

1.  The  Town  will  encourage  industrial  development  to  locate  in  the  Town  industrial  park.  When 
additional  land  is  required  for  industrial  uses,  the  Town  will  provide  for  expansion  to  the  east  as 
identified  on  figure  4. 

2.  The  Town  may  permit  light  industrial  development  to  occur  in  the  area  on  the  railway  yards  north 
of  99  Avenue,  and  in  the  eastern  end  of  Highway  55.  (see  figure  4).  Light  industrial  development 
in  these  locations  shall  only  be  permitted  where  they  will  not  conflict  with  adjacent  residential  areas. 

3.  The  Town  will  promote  the  creation  of  smaller  industrial  parcels,  to  provide  less  expensive  lots  to 
tradesmen  or  other  businesses  requiring  smaller  parcels. 

4.  The  Town  will  not  permit  noxious  industry  to  locate  within  the  Town. 

5.  Where  industrial  lands  are  located  adjacent  to  or  in  close  proximity  with  residential  areas,  buffering 

will  be  required  to  minimize  any  negative  impacts. 
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Residential  Development 

Residential  development  in  Lac  La  Biche  has  responded  to  the  moderate  population  growth  between  1980 
and  1984.  However,  the  1984  census  reveals  a  number  of  residential  trends  developing  in  the  Town.  The 
most  significant  change  is  an  increase  in  less  expensive,  higher  density  housing.  As  indicated  in  Table  IV, 
there  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  apartment,  townhouse  and  mobile  home  units  in  the  Town,  with 
fewer  new  single  family  dwellings  being  constructed. 


Table  SV 

HOUSING  TYPE  -  1980  and  1984 


1980  1984 


Housing  Types 

Number 

(%) 

Number 

(%) 

Single  Detached 

391 

(65.7%) 

422 

(52.8%) 

Duplex 

30 

(5.0%) 

24 

(3.0%) 

Townhouse 

5 

(.8%) 

35 

(4.4%) 

Apartments 

91 

(15.3%) 

182 

(22.8%) 

Mobile  Homes 

51 

(8.6%) 

77 

(9.6%) 

Suites  in  Single  Detached 

42 

(5.3%) 

Business  Suites 

18 

(3.0%) 

10 

(1.3%) 

Group  Accommodations 

0 

(0%) 

4 

(.5%) 

Unknown 

9 

(1.5%) 

2 

(.3%) 

Total 

595 

(100%) 

798 

(100%) 

Source:  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  Census,  1980 

Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  Census,  1984 

Associated  with  the  trend  towards  less  expensive  housing  is  a  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  residents  owning 
their  own  home.  This  can  be  attributed  to  the  increase  in  apartment  units  in  the  Town  (Table  V). 

Table  V 

TENANCY 


1980 

Number 

(%) 

1984 

Number 

(%) 

Owner  Occupied 

344 

(57.8%) 

397 

(49.7%) 

Renter  Occupied 

221 

(37.1%) 

307 

(38.5%) 

Tenancy  Status  Unknown 

9 

(1.5%) 

2 

(.3%) 

Vacant 

21 

(3.5%) 

21 

(2.6%) 

Under  Construction 

0 

(0%) 

71 

(8.9%) 

Total 

Source:  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  Census  -  1980 

Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  Census  -  1984 

595 

(100%) 

798 

(100%) 
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In  spite  of  the  increased  number  of  apartments,  townhouses  and  mobile  homes,  many  residents  of  Lac  La 
Biche  feel  there  is  a  shortage  of  affordable  housing  in  the  Town,  with  respect  to  both  dwellings  for  sale, 
and  rental  units. 

In  order  to  ensure  the  Town  can  accommodate  future  residential  growth,  adequate  infrastructure  services 
must  be  in  place.  In  1982  the  Town  constructed  a  new  sewage  lagoon  to  meet  the  future  needs  of  the 
Town.  Prior  to  a  significant  amount  of  new  development,  the  water  storage  capacity  of  the  Town  will  also 
need  upgrading.  The  existing  water  storage  system  has  the  capacity  to  accommodate  approximately  2,500 
people,  not  inclusive  of  fire  fighting  capabilities. 

The  Town  must  also  encourage  future  residential  development  to  overcome  obstacles  which  have  hindered 
residential  growth  in  the  past.  The  rail  line,  the  recreation  area,  and  large  undeveloped  blocks  in  the  town 
have  separated  residential  neighbourhoods,  resulting  in  more  expensive  servicing,  and  facilities  such  as 
schools  being  removed  from  some  residential  areas.  Another  obstacle  to  residential  development  in  Lac 
La  Biche  in  the  past  has  been  that  some  areas  were  subdivided  into  long,  narrow  lots  years  ago.  Residential 
development  in  these  areas  will  now  require  the  co-operation  of  several  landowners,  or  the  assembly  of 
such  parcels  by  a  single  developer. 

Goal 

The  Town  shall  encourage  efficient  orderly  and  economic  residential  development,  to  meet  the  housing 
needs  of  all  income  and  social  groups  in  Lac  La  Biche. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  encourage  future  residential  development  to  establish  in  an  orderly  and  efficient  manner. 

2.  To  encourage  a  variety  of  housing  types  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  the  residents  of  Lac  La  Biche. 

3.  To  ensure  the  necessary  infrastructure  is  in  place  to  meet  the  residential  needs  of  the  community. 

4.  To  enhance  the  residential  environment  through  acceptable  subdivision  and  development  standards. 

Policies 

1 .  In  order  to  minimize  servicing  costs,  the  Town  will  encourage  residential  development  to  occur  in 
accordance  with  the  following  staging  as  illustrated  in  figure  5.  However,  if  development  cannot 
take  place  in  a  given  area  in  an  earlier  stage  for  whatever  reason,  the  Town  will  encourage  devel¬ 
opment  in  the  next  area. 

Stage  I  —  loner  Neighbourhoods 

1 .  Infill  in  existing  neighbourhoods 

2.  Block  1 

3.  Dumasfield  Subdivision  -  Completion  of  stage  1 

4.  Residential  Expansion  Areas  -  Northeast  Lakeshore 

-  Northwest  Lakeshore 

-  Central  X-A-Gon 

-  North  Dumasfield 
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Stage  II  -  Residential  Expansion  Areas 

1 .  Residential  Land  Bank 

2.  Southern  Expansion  Area 

2.  Residential  development  should  be  located  where  conflicts  between  different  housing  types  are 
minimized.  In  some  instances  buffering  through  fencing  or  landscaping  may  be  adequate.  In  other 
instances  conflicting  land  uses  may  not  be  appropriately  located  adjacent  to  one  another. 

3.  The  older  residential  neighbourhood  north  and  west  of  the  downtown  has  developed  a  unique 
character  which  should  be  maintained.  The  Town  will  not  permit  commercial  intrusions  into  this 
area.  Multi-family  development  may  be  permitted  where  the  proposal  is  compatible  with  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  However,  multi-family  development  will  not  be  permitted  where  it  is  necessary  to  demolish 
existing  sound  housing  stock. 

4.  The  Town  will  encourage  the  availability  of  a  variety  of  housing  types  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  income 
levels  and  social  groups  in  the  community.  This  shall  include  provisions  for  the  following  housing 
types  in  the  Town: 

-  single  family  residences  -  apartments 

-  duplexes  -  mobile  homes 

-  row  housing  -  innovative  housing  projects 

5.  The  Town  will  encourage  government  housing  programs  such  as  the  rural  and  native  housing  program 
to  aid  individuals  requiring  housing  assistance. 

6.  The  Town,  in  co-operation  with  the  Greater  North  Foundation  will  encourage  the  development  of 
senior  citizen  accommodation  as  required.  The  Town  will  encourage  new  senior  citizen  homes  to 
locate  in  close  proximity  to  downtown  amenities  wherever  possible. 

7.  The  Town  will  promote  where  feasible  the  establishment  of  mobile  home  parks  in  those  residential 
areas  where  subgrade  development  is  not  possible  due  to  unsuitable  soil  conditions  or  high  water 
table. 

8.  The  Town  will  use  the  following  criteria  when  evaluating  new  residential  subdivision  proposals: 

i)  A  variety  of  lot  sizes  should  be  provided; 

ii)  Wooded  areas  should  be  protected/preserved  where  feasible; 

iii)  Laneless  subdivision  may  be  permitted  where  appropriate; 

iv)  The  subdivision  should  be  a  logical  extension  to  existing  development,  without  leapfroging 
vacant  lands. 

9.  All  new  housing  developments  should  be  designed  and  located  to  integrate  with  existing  natural 
features,  park  spaces  and  roadways. 

10.  The  approval  of  all  new  residential  developments  will  be  subject  to  the  developer  and  the  Town 
entering  into  a  development  agreement.  The  Town  will  not  contribute  to  the  cost  of  new  develop¬ 
ments. 

1 1 .  The  Town  will  ensure  that  any  replotting  scheme  undertaken  to  resubdivide  land  for  residential  use 
is  undertaken  as  efficiently  as  possible. 

12.  The  Town  will  take  the  necessary  steps  towards  increasing  the  water  storage  capacity  of  the  Town, 
to  a  level  which  will  ensure  there  is  adequate  water  storage  capacity  for  both  domestic  use  and 
additional  emergency  fire  fighting  capabilities. 
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Transportation 

Transportation  is  an  important  component  of  the  General  Municipal  Plan  as  it  relates  to  the  movement  of 
people  and  goods  within  the  Town,  and  between  the  Town  and  other  centres.  It  is  also  of  major  significance 
through  its  influence  on  the  location  and  interrelationships  of  other  land  uses,  and  the  influence  of  the 
transportation  network  on  the  economy  of  the  area. 

Roadways  are  the  most  utilized  transportation  feature  in  the  Town.  In  1982  the  Town  undertook  a  trans¬ 
portation  study  which  developed  a  road  heirarchy  designed  to  meet  the  future  roadway  needs  of  the  Town. 
The  study  recommended  a  new  east-west  arterial  be  planned  in  the  southern  part  of  Town  to  accommodate 
additional  traffic,  including  truck  traffic  and  through  traffic  which  would  otherwise  use  1 01  (Alberta)  Avenue 
through  the  downtown. 

The  railway  is  also  a  significant  transportation  feature  in  the  Town,  as  a  mover  of  goods,  and  a  potential 
asset  to  industry.  However,  the  rail  line  is  also  a  constraint  to  the  Town,  due  to  the  location  of  the  railway 
yards,  and  the  limited  crossings  in  Town.  This  results  in  not  only  traffic  constraints,  but  has  resulted  in 
many  pedestrians  crossing  the  railway  tracks  in  unsafe  locations. 

Goal 

To  provide  a  safe  and  efficient  transportation  system  which  meets  the  existing  and  future  needs  of  the  Town 
of  Lac  La  Biche. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  adopt  a  road  hierarchy  to  identify  and  facilitate  the  future  roadway  needs  of  the  community. 

2.  To  identify  suitable  truck  routes  to  minimize  conflicts  and  improve  safety. 

3.  To  promote  safe  pedestrian  railway  crossings. 

Policies 

1 .  The  Town  shall  adopt  the  road  hierarchy  shown  on  figure  6,  as  developed  in  the  1 982  Lac  La  Biche 
Transportation  Study.  The  Town  shall  use  this  transportation  network  as  a  basis  for  future  roadway 
development,  land  use  planning  and  evaluation  of  development  proposals.  This  road  hierarchy  shall 
be  implemented  as  the  traffic  levels  and  needs  of  the  community  dictate.  Appendix  i  identifies 
anticipated  population  levels  where  improvements  may  be  required. 

2.  With  the  expansion  of  the  Town  and  the  anticipated  recreation  and  resource  development  to  the 
north  and  east,  it  is  anticipated  that  truck  traffic  volumes  will  increase  in  the  vicinity  of  the  eastern 
industrial  sector,  and  on  Highways  36,  55  and  S.R.  868.  Truck  routes  will  be  established  by  the 
Town  when  traffic  warrants  and  necessary  roadway  development  occurs. 

3.  Where  roads  pass  close  to  schools  and  playgrounds,  adequate  signs,  lights  and  fencing  shall  be 
provided. 

4.  The  roadway  standards  listed  in  Appendix  II  shall  be  used  in  accordance  with  the  road  heirarchy 
shown  in  figure  6,  when  roadway  rights  of  way  are  being  acquired. 

5.  The  Town  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  pedestrian  crossings  of  the  railway  tracks  to 
allow  continued  pedestrian  access  downtown  from  the  southside  of  the  tracks.  However,  the  existing 
uncontrolled  crossings  are  considered  unsafe.  The  Town  will  make  every  effort  to  work  with  Canadian 
National  Railways  to  establish  safe  pedestrian  crossings. 

6.  The  Town  shall  support  the  establishment  of  Airport  Vicinity  Protection  Area  Regulations  to  protect 
the  functional  viability  of  the  airport  and  maintain  safety.  Where  the  regulations  are  enacted,  they 
shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Town  Land  Use  Bylaw. 
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Urban  Expansion 

Within  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  there  are  lands  to  the  east  and  south  which  the  Town  does  not  anticipate 
requiring  for  development  in  the  near  future.  Because  these  areas  may  be  appropriate  for  more  than  one 
type  of  land  use,  and  because  they  may  not  be  needed  for  development  for  some  time,  the  Town  has 
chosen  not  to  assign  a  specific  land  use  designation  to  them  at  this  time.  This  will  allow  a  positive  flexibility 
for  considering  future  proposals  in  these  areas  when  development  is  more  clearly  identified. 

Surrounding  the  Town  is  Improvement  District  1 8,  a  rural  municipality  administered  by  Alberta  Municipal 
Affairs.  Development  Activities  in  the  Improvement  District  have  the  potential  to  significantly  affect  the 
growth  of  the  Town  by  restricting  future  Town  growth,  or  by  permitting  developments  close  to  the  Town 
which  compete  with  services  in  the  Town.  Co-operation  by  the  two  municipalities  is  necessary  in  order 
to  ensure  compatible  development  in  the  urban  fringe  over  the  longer  term. 

Another  issue  in  the  Town  is  the  irregular  boundaries.  The  Town  has  a  large  amount  of  vacant  land  to  the 
south  and  east  for  future  expansion.  However,  due  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Town,  some  lands  outside  the 
Town  may  be  more  readily  serviceable  and  a  more  logical  extension  to  the  Town  than  areas  presently 
within  the  Town. 

Goal 

To  provide  for  efficient  and  economic  growth  of  the  Town. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  identify  lands  within  the  Town  which  may  be  appropriate  for  a  variety  of  development  opportunities 
in  the  longer  term. 

2.  To  develop  a  consultative  mechanism  between  the  Town  and  Improvement  District  18  to  address 
developments  in  the  urban  fringe. 

3.  To  encourage  the  Improvement  District  to  regulate  development  in  the  urban  fringe  in  a  fashion 
which  complements  rather  than  competes  with  development  in  the  Town. 

4.  To  minimize  potential  land  use  conflicts  between  the  Town  and  Improvement  District  18. 

Policies 

1 .  Future  urban  expansion  areas  are  designated  on  figure  7.  The  Town  does  not  anticipate  these  lands 

being  required  for  urban  development  in  the  near  future.  However,  the  Town  may  consider  devel¬ 
opment  proposals  in  these  areas  based  on  the  individual  merits  of  the  proposal,  giving  consideration 

to  the  following: 

i)  availability  of  land  for  similar  uses  elsewhere  in  Town; 

ii)  serviceability  and  related  costs; 

iii)  compatibility  of  adjacent  land  uses; 

iv)  preparation  and  approval  of  detailed  outline  and/or  area  structure  plans  for  the  area; 

v)  any  other  factors  deemed  applicable  by  Council. 

2.  The  Town  will  work  with  Improvement  District  1 8  to  establish  a  mechanism  to  evaluate  development 
proposals  in  the  Improvement  District  which  will  have  an  impact  on  the  Town. 

3.  In  the  absence  of  a  mechanism  or  agreement,  the  Town  will  oppose  development  proposals  in  the 
Improvement  District  which  may  conflict  with  the  future  growth  of  the  Town. 

4.  The  Town  will  consider  undertaking  a  review  of  the  existing  Town  boundaries,  where,  due  to  the 
irregular  boundaries  of  the  Town,  some  lands  outside  the  Town  may  be  more  readily  serviceable 
and  a  more  efficient  expansion  area  for  the  Town  than  areas  presently  within  the  Town. 
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RECREATION  AND  OPEN  SPACE,  THE  LAKEFRONT,  INSTITUTIONS  AND 
HISTORIC  SITES 


Recreation 

Recreation  is  a  very  important  element  in  Lac  La  Biche.  The  Town  has  established  a  Recreation  Board 
which  is  responsible  for  providing  recreational  services  to  the  region.  A  Recreation  Master  Plan  has  been 
adopted  which  makes  recommendations  on  programs  and  facilities,  and  is  updated  annually  to  meet  the 
recreational  needs  of  the  area. 

Goal 

To  meet  the  recreational  needs  of  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche  and  surrounding  area  within  the  financial 
capabilities  of  the  Town. 

Objectives 

1.  To  support  the  objectives  outlined  in  the  Lac  La  Biche  Regional  Recreation  Master  Plan. 

2.  To  support  the  development  of  a  regional  park  in  Lac  La  Biche. 

Policies 

1.  The  Town  supports  the  Lac  La  Biche  Regional  Recreation  Board  in  working  towards  the  following 
objectives  as  outlined  in  the  Lac  La  Biche  Regional  Recreation  Master  Plan; 

i)  To  ensure  that  adequate  space  is  provided  for  present  and  future  populations. 

ii)  To  ensure  that  facility  developments  are  in  keeping  with  public  recreation  needs. 

iii)  To  ensure  that  the  best  possible  environmental  context  is  realized. 

iv)  To  ensure  that  a  balanced  park  system  is  provided  with  an  appropriate  emphasis  on  community, 
district  and  region-wide  needs. 

v)  To  ensure  that  conflicting  and  competing  uses  are  avoided. 

vi)  To  ensure  that  planning  and  development  is  for  optimum,  rather  than  maximum  use  levels, 
thereby  preventing  undue  overuse  and  environmental  damage  or  deterioration. 

vii)  To  ensure  the  benefits  are  maximized,  consideration  should  be  given  to  accommodating  activ¬ 
ities  and  facilities  which: 

1)  can  be  used  all  year  round; 

2)  can  be  used  for  more  than  one  purpose; 

3)  can  be  used  by  all  members  of  the  family. 

viii)  To  ensure  that  the  space  and  facilities  requirements  of  proposed  recreation  facilities  are  con¬ 
sidered  when  planning  new  recreation  facilities. 

ix)  To  plan  and  develop  recreation  facilities  and  programs  to  maximize  efficiency  in  supervision, 
operation  and  maintenance. 

2.  The  Town  will,  within  its  financial  Capability,  establish  an  annual  budget  to  implement  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  in  the  Regional  Recreation  Master  Plan. 

3.  The  Town  will  support  the  development  of  a  regional  park  in  the  area  between  the  recreation  complex 
and  the  lakefront,  including  the  old  Hudson  Bay  Post  Site.  This  area  may  be  used  as  the  location  of 
future  recreation  facilities. 
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The  Lakefront 

The  Lac  La  Biche  Lakefront  is  considered  by  residents  to  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  features  of  the 

community,  due  to  the  beauty  of  the  Lake  and  the  recreational  opportunities  it  provides. 

Goal 

To  protect  and  provide  for  appropriate  development  on  the  lakeshore  to  maximize  the  use  and  enjoyment 

of  the  area  for  all  residents. 

Objectives 

1.  To  provide  for  recreational  uses  and  activities  in  the  lakeshore  area. 

2.  To  protect  the  lakeshore  area  from  inappropriate  uses. 

Policies 

1.  The  Town  will  not  permit  residential  development  within  100  ft.  of  the  high  water  line  of  Lac  La 
Biche. 

2.  The  Town  will  take  the  position  that  the  Lake  is  a  resource  which  should  be  available  for  the  enjoyment 
of  all  residents.  Lands  adjacent  to  the  Lake  should  be  used  for  recreational  uses  which  maximize 
the  attributes  of  the  site. 

3.  The  design  of  any  proposed  development  near  the  lake  should  be  such  that  it  compliments  the 
surrounding  landscape. 

4.  The  Town  will  continue  to  maintain  and  upgrade  the  lakeshore  area  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of 
all  residents. 
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Open  Space  Policies  for  New  Subdivisions 

The  best  opportunity  to  designate  land  for  school  sites,  park  space,  walkways  or  buffers  is  when  land  is 
being  subdivided.  As  such,  the  Town  should  review  subdivision  proposals  with  particular  care  to  ensure 
the  overall  open  space  needs  of  the  Town  are  considered. 

Goal 

To  enhance  the  quality  of  life  in  Lac  La  Biche  through  developing  an  open  space  system  which  meets  the 
overall  needs  of  the  community. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  ensure  open  space  is  located  and  designed  to  best  meet  the  requirements  of  the  proposed  use. 

2.  To  utilize  landscaping  and  buffering  to  minimize  conflicts  and  enhance  developments. 

Policies 


1 .  In  new  subdivisions,  the  Town  will  ensure  that  land  dedicated  to  municipal/school  reserve  is  devel¬ 
opable.  Undevelopable  land  should  be  classified  as  environmental  reserve. 

2.  In  new  residential  areas,  the  Town  will  encourage  larger  centralized  neighbourhood  parks  to  be 
established. 

3.  New  subdivisions  should  be  linked  with  other  areas  of  Town  by  pedestrian/bicycle  trails  where 
feasible. 

4.  In  new  developments,  the  Town  will  encourage  landscaping  to  enhance  the  appearance  of  the 
development. 

5.  Landscaped  buffers  will  be  placed  between  different  land  uses  and  around  unsightly  land  uses. 
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Institutions 

Institutional  uses  include,  hospitals,  and  health  care  facilities,  government  buildings  (federal,  provincial 
and  municipal),  schools  and  related  public  uses.  In  recent  years,  a  new  hospital,  Alberta  Vocational  Centre 
and  a  provincial  building  have  all  been  constructed,  and  a  new  R.C.M.P.  station  is  planned  for  completion 
in  1985.  These  new  facilities  are  seen  as  a  positive  step  towards  meeting  the  institutional  needs  of  Lac  La 
Biche  and  surrounding  area. 

With  the  population  growth  of  Lac  La  Biche,  it  is  anticipated  that  a  new  school  may  be  required  in  the 
future.  Because  the  Lac  La  Biche  School  Division  presently  owns  a  large  parcel  of  land  in  the  western  part 
of  Town  in  the  vicinity  of  J.A.  Williams  School,  future  school  development  may  occur  in  this  area,  away 
from  other  neighbourhoods. 

Goal 

To  encourage  new  institutional  facilities  to  locate  in  the  Town  where  they  will  best  meet  the  needs  of  all 
residents  of  Lac  La  Biche. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  encourage  new  schools  to  establish  in  locations  where  community  can  best  be  served. 

2.  To  encourage  community  use  of  schools  and  public  buildings. 

3.  To  encourage  government  offices  to  locate  in  or  near  the  downtown. 

Policies 

1.  When  new  schools  are  required,  the  Town  will  encourage  the  School  Board  to  consider  building 
neighbourhood  schools  rather  than  centralized,  larger  facilities. 

2.  If  a  new  neighbourhood  school  is  proposed  in  a  subdivision  where  the  Town  owns  land,  the  Town 
will  propose  to  negotiate  a  trade,  providing  the  school  division  suitable  lands  for  a  school  site  in 
exchange  for  land  south  of  J.A.  Williams  School. 

3.  The  Town  will  encourage  community  use  of  schools  and  public  buildings  where  practical. 

4.  The  Town  will  encourage  government  offices  to  locate  in  or  near  the  downtown,  to  provide  convenient 
accessibility  for  senior  citizens,  and  increase  business  activity  in  the  downtown  area. 
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Historic  Sites 

The  Town  has  several  buildings  of  historical  importance.  The  Lac  La  Biche  (MacArthur)  Inn  dates  back  to 

1916,  when  it  first  opened  it's  doors  as  a  luxury  hotel,  and  still  stands  today  as  one  of  Alberta's  finest 

historic  sites.  Just  to  the  east  of  the  Inn  is  the  site  of  the  original  Hudson  Bay  Trading  Post  site,  one  of  the 

first  trading  posts  in  Alberta. 

Goal 

To  identify  and  preserve  sites  and  buildings  which  are  of  historical  importance. 

Objectives 

1.  To  identify  sites  which  have  historical  value  to  the  residents  of  Lac  La  Biche  and  the  Province  of 
Alberta. 

2.  To  preserve  and  maintain  historic  sites  so  that  they  can  be  enjoyed  by  present  and  future  generations. 

Policies 

1 .  The  Lac  La  Biche  (MacArthur)  Inn  has  been  recognized  as  a  provincial  historic  site.  The  Old  Hudson 
Bay  Post  site  is  also  of  local  historical  importance.  The  Town  will  work  to  upgrade  and  maintain 
both  sites  and  to  preserve  their  historic  character  so  that  they  may  be  of  benefit  to  the  whole 
community. 
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Recreation  Areas 


Lakeshore  Area 
P  -  Proposed  Regional  Park 


Institutions 


1  Alberta  Vocational  Centre 

2  Central  Elementary  School 

3  Dr.  Swift  School 

4  J.  A.  Williams  School 

5  Vera  M.  Welsh  School 

6  W.J.  Cadzow  Hospital 

7  Provincial  Building 

8  RCMP  Station 

9  Lac  Alta  Lodge  Seniors  Residence 

10  Islandview  Home  Seniors 

11  Future  Seniors  Residence 


Historic  Sites 


•  Lac  La  Biche  ( MacArthur)  Inn 
Old  Hudson  Bay  Post  Site 


2000 


3000  fl 


February,  1985 
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Social  and  Health  Planning 

The  social  and  health  needs  of  Lac  La  Biche  are  addressed  in  the  General  Municipal  Plan  to  ensure  that 
all  the  needs  of  the  community  are  considered.  This  includes  the  co-ordination  and  implementation  of  a 
wide  variety  of  programs  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  Lac  La  Biche,  such  as  programs  for  the  handicapped 
and  newcomers  to  Lac  La  Biche,  housing  programs,  day  care,  and  other  health  and  social  services. 

Goal 

To  ensure  that  the  social  and  health  needs  of  Lac  La  Biche  are  met,  and  the  quality  of  life  for  all  residents 
continues  to  improve. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  monitor  and  co-ordinate  services  and  programs  to  ensure  efficient  and  effective  program  delivery. 

2.  To  support  social  and  health  programs  which  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  residents  in  Lac  La  Biche. 

3.  To  encourage  facilities  which  meet  the  special  needs  of  groups  such  as  the  handicapped,  the  aged 
and  cultural  groups. 

Policies 

1 .  The  Town  will  continue  to  support  the  Lac  La  Biche  InterAgency  Committee,  and  will  look  to  it  for 
information  and  advice  on  social  and  health  matters  as  they  affect  the  Town.  More  specifically,  the 
Town  will  look  to  the  Committee  to: 

i)  Monitor,  identify  and  advise  of  the  changing  social  and  health  needs  in  the  community; 

ii)  Co-ordinate  services  and  programs  to  prevent  duplication  and  inefficient  service  delivery;  and 

iii)  Ensure  that  the  best  use  is  made  of  resources,  particularly  existing  programs,  facilities  and 
agencies. 

2.  The  Town  will  support  efforts  to  reduce  isolation  between  areas  of  Town  resulting  from  a  lack  of 
transportation  links,  or  barriers  such  as  the  railway. 

3.  The  Town  will  encourage  the  development  of  new  transportation  links  and  services  between  the 
Town  and  other  centres.  This  includes  both  bus  linkages  and  air  services  to  Lac  La  Biche. 

4.  The  Town  will  encourage  and  support  the  efforts  of  the  Recreation  Board  in  preserving  existing 
recreational  areas  and  development  of  new  recreation  areas  and  programs  that  enhance  family  life. 

5.  The  Town  will  encourage  and  support  efforts  to  establish  day  care  centres  to  meet  the  needs  of  Lac 
La  Biche. 

6.  The  Town  will  support  the  transitional  housing  program  to  assist  people  from  outlying  areas  adjust 
to  living  in  the  community. 

7.  The  Town  will  support  efforts  to  integrate  newcomers  into  the  community  as  quickly  as  possible. 
One  example  would  be  to  prepare  a  community  brochure  to  explain  the  facilities  and  services  of 
the  Town  to  newcomers. 

8.  The  Town  will  assist  in  efforts  to  attract  and  retain  health  and  social  service  professionals. 

9.  The  Town  will  encourage  the  building  of  access  points  for  the  handicapped  to  existing  and  new 
public  buildings. 

1 0.  The  Town  will  encourage  and  support  development  of  meeting  places  for  social  and  cultural  activities. 

1 1 .  The  Town  will  encourage  and  support  community  based  preventative  social  services. 
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Implementation 

Some  policies  contained  in  this  Plan  require  the  Town  to  take  specific  actions 

—  review  the  Land  Use  Bylaw 

—  investigate  downtown  redevelopment  and  business  revitalization  zone  concepts  for  the  upgrading 
of  the  downtown 

—  continue  to  monitor  and  act  on  downtown  parking  issues 

—  lobby  C.N.  railways  in  attempts  to  establish  safe  railway  crossings  for  pedestrians 

A  number  of  policies  identify  actions  to  be  taken  by  the  Town  over  a  longer  period  of  time,  or  at  an 
appropriate  time  when  circumstances  dictate.  Such  actions  include; 

—  take  steps  towards  upgrading  water  storage  capacity  of  the  Town 

—  develop  or  upgrade  roadways  as  required  in  accordance  with  the  adopted  road  hierarchy 

—  designate  truck  routes  in  accordance  with  need 

—  maintain  and  upgrade  the  lakeshore  specifically,  and  recreation  facilities  in  general  as  required 

—  negotiate  with  the  School  Board  to  trade  lands  if  appropriate 

—  upgrade  and  maintain  historic  sites 

—  to  promote  economic  development  and  tourism  in  the  Town  in  accordance  with  the  policies  of 
this  plan 

The  majority  of  the  policies  and  directions  of  the  plan  are  to  be  implemented  through  the  day  to  day 
development  process.  As  developments  are  proposed,  the  Town  will  review  them  to  ensure  they  conform 
with  the  policies  and  directions  of  the  plan. 

Review 

This  Plan  will  be  reviewed  annually  to  ensure  that  it  reflects  the  current  goals  and  objectives  of  Council, 
and  is  appropriate  to  the  local  economic  and  social  environment. 

The  Plan  shall  be  reviewed  and  updated  in  3  to  5  years,  or  sooner  if  the  situation  warrants,  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  Town  of  Lac  La  Biche. 
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APPENDIX  I 

ROADWAY  IMPLEMENTATION  PROGRAM 


Population 

Link 

Limits  of 

Improvements 

Description  of 

Improvement 

Up  to  5,000 

94  (Christina)  Ave 

Highway  36  to  97 
Street 

Upgrade  94  (Christina)  Avenue  to  a 
four-lane  undivided  roadway 

99  (Beaver)  Ave 

94  Ave  (Southway 
Drive)  to  Beaver  Hill 
Road 

Construct  as  a  four-lane  undivided 
collector  road  way  including  the 
realignment  of  the  99  Avenue/ 
Highway  36  intersection 

91  Avenue 

Highway  36  to  97 
Street 

Construct  as  a  four-lane  undivided 
collector  roadway 

New  East-West 
Arterial 

East  of  92  Street  to 
existing  Highway  36 

Construct  two  lanes  of  the  ultimate 
four-lane  arterial  roadway 

97  Street 

93  Avenue  to  New 
East-West  Arterial 

Construct  as  a  four-lane  undivided 
collector  roadway 

Beaver  Hill  Road 

South  of  Provincial 
Building  to  New 
East-West  Arterial 

Construct  two  lanes  of  an  ultimate 
four-lane  divided  roadway 
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Population 


5,000-1 0,000 


ROADWAY  IMPLEMENTATION  PROGRAM 


Link 


Limits  of  Description 

Improvements  Improvement 


New  East-West 
Arterial 

East  of  Beaver  Hill 

Road  to  Existing 
Highway  36 

Construct  remaining  two  lanes  of  the 
ultimate  four-lane  divided  roadway 

Existing  Highway  36 
to  Proposed  New 
Highway  36 

Construct  initial  two  lanes  of 
ultimate  four-lane  divided  roadway 

Proposed  Highway 
36 

Highway  55  to  New 
East-West  Arterial 

Construct  as  a  two-lane  rural  arterial 
roadway 

99  (Beaver)  Ave 

South  of  94  Ave 
(Southway  Drive)  to 
New  West  Arterial 

Construct  as  a  four-lane  undivided 
collector  roadway 

90  Avenue 

Highway  36  to 
Extension  of  99 
(Beaver)  Avenue 

Construct  as  a  four-lane  undivided 
roadway 

91  Avenue 

Beaver  Hill  Road 
eastbound 

Construct  to  four-lane  undivided 
collector  roadway  standards 

Existing  Highway 

36 

94  (Christina)  Avenue 
to  southern  town 
boundary 

Construct  to  a  four-lane  divided 
roadway 

Industrial  Roads 

Construct  urban  and  rural  industrial 
collector  roadways  as  development 
warrants 

Residential 

Collector  Roads 

Develop  new  collector  roads  or 
extension  of  existing  collector 
roadways  as  the  southern  annexed 
lands  develop 

Local  Roads 

As  development  warrants 
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Population 


Beyond  10,000 


ROADWAY  IMPLEMENTATION  PROGRAM 


Link 


Limits  of  Description  of 

Improvement  Improvement 


New  East-West 
Arterial 

Existing  Highway  36 
to  Proposed  Highway 
36 

Construct  remaining  two  lanes  of 
four-lane  divided  arterial  facility 

Proposed  Highway 
36 

New  East-West 

Arterial  to  Existing 
Highway  36 

Construct  as  a  two-lane  rural  arterial 
roadway  with  the  potential  of 
continuing  east  of  the  new  east- west 
arterial  roadway 

Highway  55  to  New 
East-West  Arterial 

Develop  a  four-lane  rural  arterial 
roadway 

Existing  Highway 

36 

94  (Christina)  Avenue 
to  101  (Alberta) 

Avenue 

Construct  a  four-lane  divided  arterial 
roadway 

Industrial  Roads 

Construct  urban  and  rural  industrial 
collector  and  local  roadways  as 
development  warrants 

Residential 

Collector  Roads 

Develop  new  collector  roadways  or 
extensions  of  existing  collector 
roadways  as  required 

Local  Roads 

As  development  warrants 
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Arterial  Roads 


Function 


To  provide  safe  and  efficient 
movement  of  medium  to  high 
vehicle  volumes  between  major 
traffic  generators 


Collector  Roads 


Function 


To  link  local  roadways  with 
arterials; 


To  carry  medium  levels  of  traffic 
volumes  between  local  roads  and 
arterials;  and 

To  serve  secondary  traffic 
generators  such  as  business 
centres  and  parks 


APPENDIX  II 

ROADWAY  STANDARDS 


Right-of-Way 

Minimum/Desirable 


24m  (80  ft)  min. 
36m  (118  ft)  des. 


For  highway  or  peripheral 
arterial  roads: 

45m  (150  ft)  min. 

60m  (200  ft)  des. 


Right-of-Way 

Minimum/Desirable 


20m  (66  ft)  min. 
24m  (80  ft)  des. 


Design  Guidelines 


Pavement  width  (undivided) 

15m  (50  ft) 

Pavement  width  (divided) 

7.5m  (25  ft) 

Arterials  should  not  be  intersected 
by  collectors  at  intervals  of  less 
than  300m  (985  ft) 

Spacing  between  arterials  should 
be  1 .6  to  2.4  km  (1  to  1 .5  mi) 


Design  Guidelines 


Pavement  width: 

1 2m  (40  ft)  min. 

13.5m  (44  ft)  des. 

Intersection  along  collectors  shall 
not  be  spaced  at  intervals  of  less 
than  75m  (250  ft) 

Collectors  should  be  spaced 
approximately  0.8  km  (0.5  mi) 
apart 
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ROADWAY  STANDARDS 


Local  Roads 


Function 


Right-of-Way 

Minimum/Desirable 


To  carry  low  volume  of  traffic  In  laneless  and  industrial 

and  provide  direct  access  to  subdivisions: 

residential,  commercial,  or  20m  (66  ft) 

industrial  lots 

In  laned  subdivisions: 

1 6m  (54  ft)  min. 

20m  (66  ft)  des. 


Service  Roads 


Function 


Right-of-Way 

Minimum/Desirable 


Limit  the  number  of  access  points  For  industrial  or 
off  an  arterial  commercial  uses: 

20m  (66  ft) 


Minimizes  access  conflicts  to  For  residential 

individual  parcels  of  land  15m  (50  ft) 


Design  Guidelines 


Pavement  width  10m  (33  ft) 

Pavement  width  (industrial): 
11.5m  (38  ft) 

Maximum  length  of  cul-de-sacs: 
105m  (350  ft) 


Design  Guidelines 


Pavement  width  (industrial  or 
commercial): 

10m  (33  ft) 

Pavement  width  (residential): 
8m  (26  ft) 


